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Record and track description 
of a Baird’s tapir juvenile in the 

north of Oaxaca

The presence of Baird’s tapir Tapirus bairdii in 
the Sierra Madre de Oaxaca in Southern Mexico 

has been previously reported by Lira et al. (2006), 
using track records and information obtained 
through interviews. Seven years later, its presence 
was confirmed with pictures (Lavariega et al., 2013), 
bone remains, and tracks (Peña et al., in press). 
Subsequently, after three surveys with camera traps 
in the Sierra de Villa Alta (17°29’23”N 96°7’45.6”W; 
1499 masl), additional pictures of adult animals 
have been obtained (personal observation, Mario C. 
Lavariega; Figure 1)  

As part of the routine sampling activities established 
for recording medium and large mammals through 
the identification of tracks, well-marked Baird’s tapir 
footprints and the tracks of a juvenile and an adult 
were found on February 15, 2014 in a muddy area 
bordering a stream in the mountain cloud forest in the 
Sierra Madre de Oaxaca (17°29’23”N, 96°7’47”W; 1530 
masl). The Baird’s tapir footprint has four toes, wide 
hoofs with round edges and hind footprints similar to 
the front, but with only three toes. In the tracks, back 
and front feet line up one over the other, corresponding 
with a walking or trot trail pattern (Aranda, 2000). 
The condition of the substrate resulted in good quality 
track impressions. The tracks were photographed 
and plaster casts of three tracks were made and were 
deposited in the Mammal Collection of the CIIDIR-
Oaxaca (OAX.MA.026.0497).

The juvenile Baird’s tapir footprint in the mud 
was 13.5 cm long and 15.5 cm wide (Figure 2a) and 
the adult’s was16.0 cm long and 18.0 cm wide (Figure 
2b). The adult footprint size lies within the reported 
footprint range: 15.24 cm to 20 cm long and 12.7 
to 20 cm wide (Murie, 1997; Aranda, 2000; Pérez & 
Matus, 2010). The juvenile’s track was composed of 
five footprints: three of the right hind foot and two of 
the left hind foot. The track measured 195 cm in length 
and 31 to 39 cm in width and the distance between the 
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Figure 1. Photograph of Baird’s tapir taken with camera-
trap in the north of Oaxaca, Mexico.

Figure 2. Tracks of Baird´s tapir in the north of Oaxaca, 
Mexico: a) juvenile and b) adult.
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juvenile and adult tracks was between 75 to 77 cm. 
For the adult tapir, three footprints of the right hind 
foot were found with a separation distance of 44 cm 
(Figure 3).

This finding, in addition to previous records, allows 
for the opportunity to further carry out research on the 
habitat conditions, home range and breeding sites of 
this species, which has been classified as endangered 
(IUCN, 2014) due to the threats posed by hunting and 
deforestation. The presence of a juvenile Baird´s tapir 
represents strong evidence of reproduction of Baird´s 
Tapir in the Sierra de Villa Alta, Oaxaca. This is 
relevant and highlights the value of the mountain cloud 
forest for the conservation of this species, because 
it lies within the limit of the species distribution in 
Mexico and for all the species. As Lira et al. (2006) 
have also noted, it is necessary to develop further 
studies in adjacent regions with areas of potential tapir 
habitat (such as Ixtlan, Veinte Cerros, Sierra Mixe) in 
order to promote conservation strategies in this region.
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Figure 3. Track of Baird´s tapir in the north of Oaxaca, Mexico. Scheme based on photographs and field data.


